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Natalie Reeves
Southern Edge Arts Chairperson 

It is a pleasure to reflect on my second year as Southern Edge Arts Chairperson in the
2021 Annual Report with our organisation’s amazing achievements. 

Southern Edge Arts major achievement presenting of The Ballad of Penelope and
Marlin, an entirely original production from Great Southern Artists in a near sell-out
season was a privilege to be involved in and heart-felt congratulations to production
team, cast and crew! Continuing to deliver an on-going variety of workshops and the
Living on the Edge festival provides amazing opportunities for our members to grow
and develop skills that will take them through all aspects of their lives ahead – the
wellbeing to Act, Belong and Commit! 

Under the guidance of Artistic Director Anne, General Manager Megan, and Lead Circus
Tutor, Cassy, the staff and tutors continued to successfully steer our organisation
through contemporary performance and training even amid Covid regulations and the
SEA Board of Management enjoys supporting all your efforts. I am proud to be
Chairperson of Southern Edge Arts and grateful for the assistance I have in the role. 

The Board continues to provide governance to assist SEA’s operating team, considering
the best interests of our members and continuance of our organisation. 

Thanks to Iain Marshall as Deputy Chair, bringing many years’ experience of community
service that I have called on for advice and insight. SEA is indebted to Linda Taylor for
stepping into the Treasurer’s role, providing diligent governance and assistance for SEA.
Jasmine Reeves has continued to provide youth representation and it has been
wonderful to welcome and work with our new Board member Clair Trainor. During the
year, we farewelled Sofie Lines and thank Sofie for her role on the Board. I extend a
sincere thank you to resigning member Annette Stewart who stayed on the Board for
an additional year, helping us through to the next stage as an experienced and valued
SEA Board member since 2019. 

This year, we will continue our new tradition to celebrate
SEA at the AGM, a great chance to mingle with other
members, meet the Board and thank our hard working
staff. 

All our Board members’ service is voluntary and
notwithstanding juggling our other commitments, on
behalf of new and returning Board members, we are 
enthusiastic to contribute towards Southern Edge Arts, 
our members, artists and contemporary performance in 
our region for creative and exciting years ahead.
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As we emerged from the isolation and uncertainty of 2020, SEA returned to
delivering arts activities in 2021 that create a sense of connection and community
and encourage people to consider the world around them and how they can
contribute towards change. 

2021 was the perfect year to present The Ballad of Penelope and Marlin. A play that
demonstrated the power and prophetic nature of the arts. Written in 2016, the action of
the play was set inside a ‘hive’ where people lived because the outside world was
uninhabitable. It sounds a lot like lockdown, but it was wildly more fun and musical.

Our highly successful two week season of The Ballad of Penelope and Marlin, at the
newly refurbished Albany Town Hall, allowed us to employ a number of regional artists
and more importantly, a number of young people. It excites me that later down the
track when these youth are asked the question “What was your first job?’ they will be
able to say “Performing Artist.”

Covid hasn’t been the only struggle our community has faced in the last year. Housing
and homelessness has become a big issue. In 2021 we decided to highlight the reality
of young people couch surfing and being at risk of homelessness by creating
conversations through arts activities. The Tanks was a large scale artist in residence
project that highlighted homelessness, connection to community and access,
particularly for minority populations with our community. 

Our Living on the Edge Festival of Youth Performing Arts returned with an exciting
program of youth devised performances highlighting the creativity and talent of our
participants. Blank Canvas and He@rd were our mainstage productions and
showcased our professional approach to contemporary performance making. 
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We are passionate advocates for the health and
wellbeing benefits of the arts and how the arts
contribute to being part of a creative community.
The Healthway Act Belong Commit message is
something we embody, not just promote. Keeping
people engaged with SEA through our projects and
programs, contributes towards a greater sense of
community and offers support to young people. The
last couple of years have proven how important it is
for us to stay engaged, connected and committed to
the arts and cultural life for the benefit of ourselves
and our community.

Anne Sorenson 
Artistic Director
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Executive and Admin Team
Artistic Director - Anne Sorenson
General Manager - Megan Turpin 
Lead Creative Capactiy Tutor - Cassy Turner 
 

Tutors 
Tristan Maitland - Circus Tutor
Wattle Broun Jack - Circus & Aerials Tutor
Zak Launay - Street Acro Tutor
Anne Sorenson - Theatre Tutor
Nelson Blake Gilmour - Theatre Tutor
Jodie Sexton - Circus Artist 
Megan McDougall -Aerial Assistant
Jorja Whitehurst - Aerial Assistant
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2021 SEA Staff & Artists

Board of Management 
Chairperson - Natalie Reeves 
Vice Chairperson  - Iain Marshall 
Treasurer  - Linda Taylor 
Secretary - Sofie Lines 
Board Members - Clair Trainor 
                                  Annette Stewart 
                                 Jasmine Reeves  

Volunteer Assistants 
Alex Wiehl
Adelie Bew
Jorja Whitehurst
Luke Pascoe
Isabelle Cameron 
Nina Giuntoli
Erin McCahon 
Meg Furphy
Jasmine Reeves
Kore Ford
 

 
 
SEA provides regular casual and part time employment to artists living in the Great Southern
Region as well as contracting local artists for projects.  All our staff are professional artists,
teachers, performers or arts administrators who are committed to inspiring and supporting
emerging artists in regional WA. 

Artists
Nelson Blake Gilmour - Penelope & Marlin
David Rastrick - Penelope & Marlin  
Annette Carmichael - Penelope & Marlin 
Serena McLauchlan - Penelope & Marlin/Tanks 
Rachael Colmer - Penelope & Marlin 
Sarahflo Hunter - Penelope & Marlin 
Tahlia Robinson-Solczaniuk - Penelope & Marlin
Luke Pascoe - Penelope & Marlin
Katherine Alice Cleary - Penelope & Marlin/LoTE
Don Anderson - Penelope & Marlin
Jasmine Reeves - Penelope & Marlin
Imogen Taylor - Penelope & Marlin
Lena Grayson - Penelope & Marlin
Dakota Green - Penelope & Marlin
Campbell Creswick - Penelope & Marlin/LoTE
Jack Harrison - Penelope & Marlin 
Triska Lehane - Penelope & Marlin 
John Carberry - Penelope & Marlin 
Jill O'Meehan - The Tanks
Tracey Margetts - The Tanks
Bob Symons - The Tanks
Lincoln Cook - The Tanks  
Luke Simpson - Living on the Edge 
Wendy Wright - Penelope & Marlin 
Terrell Lacey - Penelope & Marlin
Acarander Huntley - Penelope & Marlin
Gloria Shackelton - Penelope & Marlin  
Emily O'Brien  - Penelope & Marlin 

 
 

Guest Artists 
Splash Test Dummies - Melbourne
Ella, Yuck Circus - Perth
Dr Allan Hancock - Perth 
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SEA 2021 Program 

Act Belong Commit Arts Workshops 
SEA’s performing arts skills development workshops are at the heart of what we do. Growing
the next generation of artists through circus and theatre arts is important to sustaining arts
in regional WA. Our sponsorship from Healthway allows us to support the physical and
mental health of young people in our community through our after school arts workshops,
delivered on site across four days a week. 
These workshops average about 765 participants a year and employ a number of teaching
artists and young assistants throughout the year.
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2022 Workshops
Aerials 1 Jnr
Aerials 2 Snr 
Aerials 2
Aerials 3 
Aerials for Performance
Smircus
Little Squircus
Circus Big Top
Circus Big Top 2 
CircaSEA Troupe

 

School Holiday Workshops
We have created a school holiday class that appeals to our target audiences and has
been successful in attracting new enrolments.  Have a go Circus workshops offer
participants a chance to engage with multiple activities and try their hand at what we
offer.

Have a go circus workshops                            Circus Workshop  
Delivered 5 – 162 participants                         Delivered 2 -31 participants

Adult Aerials Workshops
80 participants across 4 terms
Targeting older youth and enthusiastic over
18s, Adult aerials has become a popular
addition to our timetable.   Run on Monday
nights in 6 week blocks, parents, former
students and other community members are
offered a beginners and intermediate level
class to build their strength, encourage
community and learn new skills.

 
 
Actors Club
Theatre Ensemble
Street Acro Jnr
Street Acro Int
Street Acro Snr 

Total participants
Term 1:   175
Term 2:  199
Term 3:  205
Term 4:  185
 



SEA has a long history of sharing our skills with
children and youth who can’t make it to our
workshops.  We provide outreach workshops to
schools, After School Care, Community Resource
Centres and libraries.  Circus is definitely the most
requested, but we also offer theatre, arts and other
activities as requested.

15 outreaches 
Albany OSHC, Tambellup CRC, Mt Barker Library,
School Camp, Fairies at Mt Barker community day.

Re Grow  were community arts workshops held at
Fossickers tipshop where we and invited
participants to create a soft sculpture pieces about
regeneration and bountiful gardens, re growing
from an artistic garden bed, which was an old
mattress.  These workshops were part of The Tanks
artist in residence program using arts to explore
homelessness.
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Act Belong Commit Community Arts Projects 

Creating community and building connection through the arts is the outcome of our
Community Arts Program.  Bringing high quality arts experiences to the Great Southern
through outreach classes, performances at festivals and events. This program not only 
 increases access to the arts for regional youth, but often increases enrolments in our
workshop program.
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Outreach
Programs

Australia Day
activities at
Middleton Beach
Festival

Middleton Beach festival is becoming a regular
event for SEA. This year we ran a hula fit workshop
for all ages to participate in. 

ReGrow  



SOUTHERN EDGE ARTS Annual Report 2021

Act Belong Commit Youth Devised Performance Season  

8

Living on the Edge, Youth Performing Arts Festival
In 2021 we were again lucky enough to deliver our popular Living on the Edge Festival of Youth
Performing Arts.  This festival is a month where our more experienced troupe classes/
ensembles of young performers showcase the works they have created.  This year was no
exception when it came to talent, innovation and contemporary performances with two main
stage shows, HE@RD and Blank Canvas being presented and well received by audiences.

HE@RD 

He@rd was this years offering from SEA’s Theatre Ensemble. Directed by  theatre director
Nelson Blake, He@rd used innovative staging and multimedia to highlight modern settings of
power.  With live video feeds, web cams and projections, He@rd reminded us of the ways
information and power can influence our civic engagement and highlighted how the
dynamics in relationships can contribute to this.
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SEA’s highly skilled aerial artists and acrobats created colour and vibrancy in their show
Blank Canvas. Performing on trapeze, lyra, silks and the cloud swing, the aerialists were
complemented with handstands, juggling and group acro routines. Blank Canvas showcased
the creativity and ideas of the next generation of circus artists in WA.

Blank Canvas

End of Term Showcases 
To support the development of confidence in
performing, we offer a gentle opportunity for
workshop participants to share their skills with
parents and friends, via end of term in house
showcases. In 2021 SEA presenting 12 in house
showcases in Aerials, Circus and Drama.
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In 2021 The City of Albany Arts & Culture reopened the newly refurbished Albany Town Hall.
SEA was invited to part of the relaunch festival, presenting two aerials performances and
pop-up workshops as well as the presentation of "View from the Magpie's  Nest" which was
the performance outcome of a partnership  with Breaksea, exploring young people's mental
health struggles in a dramatic roving presentation.

Maritime Festival -Fire Performance 
The inaugural City of Albany's Maritime Festival was held at the
Albany Boatshed Markets in July. SEA and fire flow artist Lena
Grayson partnered withthe Elleker Bush Fire Brigade to present
a fire performance during one night of the festival.



Does art imitate or create?

In 2016 a team of Great Southern Artists gathered at the Vancouver Arts Centre to imagine
how life would be in 50 years time.  The Futures Project was a City of Albany collaborative
script writing residency that resulted in a contemporary musical theatre script titled,
The Ballad of Penelope and Marlin.

Five years later, Southern Edge Arts employed a team of Great Southern performing artists to
stage the premiere production at the Albany Town Hall in July 2021.    

The Ballad of Penelope and Marlin was a comical look at life in future lockdown, where robot
bees tend to your needs and love begins with an upgrade. Marlin is the last in a long line of
fishermen. With no fish left in the oceans, he reluctantly enters Harmony Hive and meets
Penelope, a future star, who disrupts the hive with a start up like no other. This exclusively
Great Southern musical is about hope, desire and a hive that is home to humans and the last
living bee.

With a creative team of recognisable Great Southern Artists that included David Rastrick,
Annette Carmichael, Anne Sorenson, Serena McLauchlan and Nelson Blake, The Ballad of
Penelope and Marlin was a memorable night of theatre in the newly renovated Albany Town
Hall.
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SEA 2021 Special Projects 



Starring familiar faces from the Albany music and theatre scene including Rachael Colmer,
Tahlia Robinson-Solczaniuk, Katherine Anne Cleary, Sarahflo Hunter and introducing Luke
Pascoe as Marlin, the performance included live music performed by David Rastrick.  The
Ballad of Penelope and Marlin was billed as an M rated show and cast adults and mature
young people in the roles.

Funded through the Department of Local Government Sport and Cultural Industries WA
Theatre Development Initiative, this project provided welcomed employment for professional
artists in this region and showcased the versatility of the Albany Town hall as a performance
space. As part of the Albany Maritime festival, The Ballad of Penelope and Marlin opened it’s
two week season on the 8th July and sold out 7 of its 8 perfomances.

The Tanks 
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The residencies were held between October 2021 and January 2022 in Albany and Denmark.
The residencies were delivered with the support of community partners, Albany Youth
Support Service, Denmark Arts, The City of Albany, Ace Camera Club, Albany Artabilty. 
Tracey Margets worked with people in the community who identify as having a disability, Her
work used urban art styles as an influence to explore “connection” 
Bob Symons and Lincoln Cook worked with a group of people who identify as having a 

The Tanks Project aimed to provide a place for positive expression and use the arts to create
a safe space for community members to explore the risks associated with homelessness
and the role of connection and culture to create hope. The Tanks used contemporary art as
a vehicle for change and the creation of public artworks that are meaningful to the
community.

disability and were learning photography at the ACE
camera club. They explored the concept of feeling at home
in the community, and being seen and noticed.
Serena McLauchlan and Jill O'Meehan worked with youth,
families and children to create soft sculptural pieces using
mattresses as the canvas. They focused on homelessness
and sleeping rough.

An Exhibition of the work will be presented in 2022.
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Financal Report 
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Southern Edge Arts Inc
77 Sanford Road | PO Box 1367 | Albany WA 6330
T: (08) 9841 6002 | W: www.southernedge.org.au

Keeping mentally healthy is as important as 
staying physically healthy, and it's as easy as 

A-B-C, Act-Belong-Commit
 

www.actbelongcommit.org.au


