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Biyarra / Banksia Lantern
This is a simple upcycled tetra pack lantern design. It 
requires use of a stanley knife or exacto knife. In a school 
or education context this will require safety precautions 
and a cutting station. Recommended age 12+ 

LIGHT SOURCE 
Designed for phone light source or torch

MATERIALS TO COLLECT 
Tetra packs (recycled nut milk or long life milk containers)

FOR EACH LANTERN YOU WILL NEED

•	 1 x tetra pack, washed and cut open 
•	 Exacto knife or stanley knife 
•	 Cutting mat or surface 
•	 Paint or PVA glue and tissue paper (red, orange 

 and yellow are best for glowing effect) 
•	 1 x 25cm length of 10mm wide elastic sewing  

band or large elastic band (black or white) 
•	 Paintbrush for glue/paint 
•	 Hole punch 
•	 Stapler 

 
INSTRUCTIONS

1.	Using your clean tetra pack, paint or tissue with PVA 
to cover the label side of tetra pack. Leave silver side 
uncovered. Allow paint or glue to dry completely. 

2.	Once dry, cut a series of semi-circles on the tetra 
pack surface to create perforations. They can be 
different sizes or evenly spaced. 

3.	With the silver surface on the outside, form your 
tetra pack into a cylinder or box like shape and staple 
together. You can choose to close the top or leave 
open to let light out. 

4.	Punch holes in opposite sides at the bottom  
(be sure to orient the semi circles like a rainbow). 

5.	Thread elastic band through holes at the bottom of 
the lantern and tie off, creating a loop of elastic to 
hold your phone. Your phone should be securely held 
by the elastic and you should be able to turn your 
phone upside down easily with your lantern attached. 

6.	Open the perforations to let the light out. 
7.	Turn on your phone torch and let your biyarra/

banksia shine.
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