
28 Carrying the FIre | Creative Learning Guide

Moodjar Lantern
A colourful lantern with the exuberance of Moodja (WA 
Christmas Tree) flower. This lantern uses upcycled plastic 
bottles and tetra packs. It requires use of a stanley or 
exacto knife. Recommended ages 12+  

LIGHT SOURCE 
Designed for phone light source or torch

MATERIALS TO COLLECT 
1.5L plastic soft drink / water bottles, tetra packs 

FOR EACH LANTERN YOU WILL NEED

•	 1.5L plastic bottle - washed, cut in half and 
labels removed 

•	 3 x tetra pack cartons - clean and opened flat, 
•	 Orange spray paint,  acrylic or orange tissue paper 

and PVA glue 
•	 Pen
•	 Scissors 
•	 Exacto knife or stanley knife 

•	 Sharp awl or large needle
•	 Cutting mat 
•	 Needle and thread 
•	 Hole punch 
•	 Elastic

 

INSTRUCTIONS

Flowers

1.	Paint or tissue-paper the label side of your 3 tetra 
packs. Allow to dry completely. 

2.	On your dry tetra packs, draw 6 moodjar flowers. Use 
template provided or draw your own design. 

3.	Cut out your flower designs with scissors 
4.	Using a craft knife, cut a long narrow stamen into 

each petal, then lift stamen up from the silver side: 
this is the outside of the flower. 

5.	Make two small cross cuts in the centre, these are 
the holes to stitch the flowers to the bottle. 

Assembly

6.	Using the base half of the bottle, stitch flowers 
onto bottle with needle and thread using holes 
created by awl.   
Note: For a simpler assembly, glue the flower to the bottle with 
a glue like tarzan’s grip general purpose glue. This is a flexible 
solvent-based glue, not a PVA glue. It needs to be used in an 
area with good ventilation.

To light

7.	Punch holes in opposite sides at the bottom 
8.	Thread elastic band through holes at the bottom of 

the lantern and tie off, creating a loop of elastic to 
hold your phone. Your phone should be securely held 
by the elastic and you should be able to turn your 
phone upside down easily with your lantern attached
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Moodjar Flower Template


